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9 February 1560

HEMORANDUM POR THE DIRECPCE:
SUBJECT: Your Meeting this Afterncon with Secretary Hexrter en Berlin

1. Jinm Crischfield hes informed me of Your inquiry ss to the
latest cammnity spproved estimates regarding the Soviet attitude
towards Berlin.

2. Uo NIE or SNIE devoted specifiially to the Berlin problem
has been completed subsequent to June 1959. However, Berlin does
figure in the general Soviet paper NIB 11-U=59 in two paragraphs.
These are Nily agresd national intelligence.

3. ggig:zfgés m Trends in Boviet Capabilities and

Section VX
“26. By initieting the Berlin crisis in Hovember 1058, the

Soviets undertock, ir Coppmnist terins, & probing of the *relation

of forces.' They probably believed there was some chance that

the Western states, recognizing the recent incresses in Soviet

Power, would withdraw from Berlin. At a mintmm, the Soviats

axpected to set in motion develorments which would enhgnee the
stability and international status of the Baat Gexman regine,
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“27. As of the present, the Boviets have allowed the
Berlin erisis to diminish in intensity, and have disavowedl any
intention of hastenting events by unfue pressures, Neverthelesas,
they have not given up their dbjeotives, nor the threst of
eventual unilateral action. They clearly sesk at least
linited mgreament on Berlin which vould undercut the Western
position in the eity and provide a basis for eventually bringing
abmﬁ 8 Western withdrmeml. The value of even & margisal victory
on the Berlin issue wou'd still be 80 great to the Soviets -
both in consslidating the Commriet regime in Rast Gersany =snd
in discrediting the Western elliance, sbave all in West Gervany -

ab some moment they deen propitious. We believa that, es long
m%%ﬁsmcmmmztmmmmm
their alme in Germany by negotiation and propsgands, they will
Probably sbstain fron any major interference with Western access
to Berlin and from makin: s separate Peace treaty with East
Germany. If they dscide thet further progress is impossidle by
comparatively mils methofs, they will Probably make the separste
peace treaty, though they would not necessarily tiy at the seme
time %o obstruct Westarn sccess to Berlin,*

SHERMAN XENT
Assistant Director
National Eatimates
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This mamo foruneded

o the Director

Becording to the wishes of Jim Critehfiala,

It should be clipped to mmterial wlveh

Critchfield himcel? in mrepexing on Berlin.
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